Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 150 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.048; wR factor = 0.112; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.4.
In the crystal of the title compound, C 11 H 12 O 4 , inversion dimers arise from pairs of intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds and C-HÁ Á ÁO bonds further consolidate the packing. There is also a C-HÁ Á Á contact between the benzene ring and the methylene group.
Related literature
For general background, see: Hashem et al. (2007) ; Husain et al. (2005) . For bond-length data, see: Allen et al. (1987) .
Experimental
Crystal data 
Data collection
Bruker-Nonius KappaCCD areadetector diffractometer Absorption correction: integration (Coppens, 1970 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). ; (iii) Àx þ 2; Ày; Àz þ 1; (iv) x þ 1; y; z. Cg1 is the centroid of the phenyl ring.
Data collection: COLLECT (Hooft, 1998 ); cell refinement: COLLECT and DENZO (Otwinowski & Minor, 1997) ; data reduction: COLLECT and DENZO; program(s) used to solve structure: SIR92 (Altomare et al., 1994 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: PLATON (Spek, 2003) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97. (Husain et al., 2005) , oxadiazoles and triazoles (Hashem et al., 2007) . In view of the versatility of these compounds, we synthesized the title compound and reported herein its crystal structure.
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In the title compound ( Fig. 1) , the bond lengths (Allen et al., 1987) and angles are within normal ranges. O3, O4, C2, C3 and C4 atoms are 0.067 (3), -0.003 (3), -0.163 (4), -0.013 (3) and 0.016 (3) Å away from the phenyl plane, respectively.
In the crystal structure, intermolecular O-H···O and C-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1 ) link the molecules (Fig. 2 ), in which they may be effective in the stabilization of the structure. There also exist a C-H···π contact (Table 1) between the phenyl ring and the methylene group.
Experimental
The title compound was synthesized by the condensation of succinic anhydride (2 g, 20 mmol) with anisol (10 ml) in the presence of alumium chloride (6 g, 42 mmol). The reaction mixture was refluxed for 4 h. After completion of the reaction, excess solvent (anisol) was removed by steam distillation. The resultant solid product was purified by dissolving it in sodium hydroxide solution (5%, w/v), filtering followed by addition of hydrochloric acid. The obtained solid mass was filtered, washed with cold water, dried and crystallized from methanol (yield; 55%, m.p. 419-420 K) Refinement H atoms were positioned geometrically, with O-H = 0.82 Å (for OH) and C-H = 0.93, 0.97 and 0.96 Å for aromatic, methylene and methyl H, respectively, and constrained to ride on their parent atoms with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C,O). Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title molecule, with the atom-numbering scheme. 
